
NJSHAD Tutorial: Query Overview
http://nj.gov/health/shad

The “Dataset 
Queries” button on 
the NJSHAD home 
page takes you to 
the query system.



• Go straight to your 
desired type of data 
from the drop-down 
menu.

• In the pages that 
follow, we have 
selected Birth Data.

• Select 
Introduction from 
the drop-down 
menu to go to the 
query system 
home page. or



The blue bars expand and 
collapse when you click on 
them.

Additional measures are 
accessible under 
subsequent blue bars.

The same 
choices from 
the top drop-
down menu 
appear here.



Scroll over question marks for 
relevant information to help guide 
you through building your query.



Select a measure:

In this example, we 
have selected the 
Low Birth Weight 
measure.



You must agree to the Data 
Use Agreement which states 

• You will not attempt to 
identify individuals 
represented in the data, 
and 

• If you inadvertently identify 
someone, you will inform 
NJDOH.



• You build your query by 
clicking on steps and 
making selections.

• Default values for each 
step are described below 
the blue bar, and are pre-
selected within the step.

• At each step, you can 
select how you want to 
group values (e.g., “3-year 
groups”), and whether you 
want to filter the data to 
certain values (e.g., 
“2012”).

• If you don’t want to filter 
a certain variable (e.g., 
age), simply skip that step.  
Everyone (e.g., “All ages”) 
is selected by default. 



• The last step asks 
how you would like 
to display your 
results.  You may 
choose up to two 
variables (category 
& series) to display 
in your results table.

• You also have the 
option to select a 
chart/graph type.  
Maps will (or won’t) 
display automatically 
depending on which 
variables you 
choose.

• Hit SUBMIT when 
satisfied with your 
selections.



Your selections 
are documented 
at the top of the 
results page.

Hovering over 
points in the 
graph will 
reveal pop-ups 
with relevant 
info for that 
data point.



The data table provides detailed information for each subgroup you selected.  

Asterisks in a table indicate when data are too sparse to provide a reliable 
estimate.

The 
arrows 
can be 
used to 
sort and 
filter 
columns.  



Metadata (information about the data) are 
provided at the bottom of the results page.

The NJDOH program responsible for the dataset will always be listed at the 
bottom of the page with contact info if you have questions.



The menu on the left provides 
several options.  

• Click Return to Dataset 
Home Page to choose a 
different measure (e.g., 
preterm births).

• Click Return to Selection 
Page if you’d like to change 
your filters or variables and re-
run the query for the same
measure.

• Default Query Result gives 
you the result using the default 
values for each step of the 
query.

(continued…)



Graph It! allows you 
to easily select a 
different type of 
graph.

Output to Excel 
allows you to save 
your results as an 
Excel file.

XML View shows the 
page in XML format.



Selecting Query Help under Dataset Queries (on the top or left menu) will bring you to 
this page where you can find various resources and helpful links for further information 

on the query system and the datasets it contains.


